
 

2016 Green Party of Canada Convention 
16th Biennial General Meeting 

Delta City Centre in Ottawa, ON 
August 5 to 7, 2016 

Friday, August 5, 2016 (4:00 pm  5:00 pm) 

1. Call to Order (4:00 pm, 17 min) 

1.1 Appointment of Chair / Cochair / Recorder (4:00, 3 min) 

Motion: To appoint chairperson, cochairperson, secretary, as follows: 
● Chair: Ken Melamed 
● CoChair: Patricia Farnese 
● Secretary: Katarina Dunham 

1.2 Rules of procedure (4:03 pm, 5 min) 

Motion: To adopt Robert’s Rules except where superceded by the party’s 
constitution. 

1.3 Adoption of Agenda (4:08 pm, 2 min) 

Motion: To adopt agenda for convention and for the general meeting as published. 

1.4 Introduction of Federal Council (4:10 pm, 2 min) 

1.5 Convention Resolutions Committee (4:12 pm, 5 min) 

Motion: To appoint Kate Storey, Dave Abbey, Cherie Wong, Jeff Matthews, Kas 
MacMillan, Wesley Stevens to the Convention Resolution Committee to 
receive resolutions from the floor by 11 pm on Friday, Aug. 5th, and to 
recommend to the plenary on Saturday morning those resolutions that are 
considered emergency resolutions. 

2. General Business (4:17 pm, 47 min) 

2.1 Call for Emergency Resolutions from the Floor (4:17 pm, 7 min) 

Motion: To consider emergency resolutions from the floor during the Sunday 
plenary session, after all other business has been disposed of, in order of 
submission to the Convention Rules Committee, if time permits prior to 
adjourment of plenary at 11:45 am on August 7th.  

 



 

Note: Bylaw 4.3.3  “Motions that are not submitted in advance and are moved from the floor of 
the meeting shall only be considered if they are of an emergency nature and shall require a 2/3 
vote to be considered by the meeting.” 

2.2 Call for Ombuds and Appeals Committee Members (4:24 pm, 6 min) 

Note: The role of the Ombuds Committee is covered under Bylaw 7 of our Constitution: 

● Receive complaints from Members of the Party regarding decisions made by organized 
Units or Functionaries of the Party that affect their rights as members, or concerns 
regarding Party governance. 

● Decide whether or not to accept and deal with each complaint, and inform the 
complainant of the decision. 

● For accepted cases, issue reports with the committee's recommendations to all the 
parties involved. 

● Inform Federal Council regularly of its activities. 
● Maintain guidelines for conduct and operation of the Ombuds and Appeals Committee. 

2.3 Recognition of 2015 Breakthrough Fund Participants (4:30 pm, 5 min) 

Motion: To thank the following EDAs for their participation in the 2015 
Breakthrough Fund: Burnaby South, CharleswoodSt. 
JamesAssiniboiaHeadingley, Don Valley West, 
LanarkFrontenacKingston, Niagara West, Ottawa Centre, Ottawa South, 
OttawaVanier, ReginaWascana, SaanichGulf Islands, South 
OkanaganWest Kootenay, Toronto Centre, and WellingtonHalton Hills. 

2.4 Adoption of Minutes of 2014 Meeting (Fredericton), 15th Biennial General Meeting 
(4:35 pm, 3 min) 

Motion: To accept the minutes of the 2014 Green Party of Canada Biennial General 
Meeting. 

2.5 2015 Financial Statement (4:38 pm, 20 min) 

2.6 Introduction of Staff (4:58 pm, 2 min) 

 

 

   

 



 

Saturday, August 6, 2016 (9:30  10:25 am) 

3. Hiroshima Day (9:30 am, 15 min) 

Motion: That, on this the 71st anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima, the Green 
Party of Canada joins Green parties worldwide in reaffirming our 
commitment to making global nuclear disarmament a reality. 

5. General Business (9:45 am, 40 min) 

5.1 Presentation of Emergency Resolutions from the Floor (9:45 am, 15 min) 

Emergency Policy Resolution on Extreme Genetic Technologies 

Emergency Policy Resolution  Husky Oil Spill 

Emergency Policy Resolution  Repealing the Secret Police Bill C51 

Emergency Policy Resolution  Limiting the CanadaChina FIPA’s Impacts on 
Democracy 

Emergency Policy Resolution  Thanks to Green Candidates 

5.2 Order of Consideration of Resolutions (10:00 am, 2 min) 

Motion: That workshops and plenary prioritize their consideration of resolutions in 
order of the percentage of “green” votes received in the 2016 online vote. 

5.3 Group Adoption of Constitutional Resolutions (10:02 am, 8 min) 

Motion:  To adopt all of the constitutional resolutions which received 66.7% or 
more in the online vote. (7 of 17  constitutional resolutions) 

G16C015 Adopting a Seventh Core Principle: Scientific Inquiry 

G16C006 Require that all Council, Committee and General Meeting Minutes be 

Posted on the Website 

G16C019 Removal of Member who has Willfully Damaged the Party 

G16C008 Clarify the Operating Procedures of Green Party of Canada 

G16C014 Addition of the Term “Economic” to Green Values in Constitution 

G16C003 Give 14 Days Notice of Council Vacancies to Members by Email 

G16C012 Clarifying the electoral purpose of the GPC in Article 4 of the Constitution 

 

   

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-e7TN7TAKpSx6pij1AatVZbuk4kKHVc_YTzRxXVGtdQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TqEL7B-91TjCClAjRGcmAIesWNi0MjaxSVFcKK0X8mg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19DKJ5iTUOB7NHyrMIXXUbWpodqvHW-iHY3r7622PqLo/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BfqmaQw_ceekJPU6qbisyYPn8F81QxYCvUQwaqwZtN4/edit#heading=h.y2z7ifiu1521
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BfqmaQw_ceekJPU6qbisyYPn8F81QxYCvUQwaqwZtN4/edit#heading=h.y2z7ifiu1521
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rBKEMDFqFwnziot4ZB1GkQMp7NB_rawF47yrGVSKwYI/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B5EDyicU7sR5hP_qW2dBQ8mT5OIRk7UPrhD-Ko5dCf8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B5EDyicU7sR5hP_qW2dBQ8mT5OIRk7UPrhD-Ko5dCf8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sMoN10Q7onxSlWHzANwaepTQc1It5FgFu-uoVbY1FD0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sMoN10Q7onxSlWHzANwaepTQc1It5FgFu-uoVbY1FD0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sMoN10Q7onxSlWHzANwaepTQc1It5FgFu-uoVbY1FD0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RAoRBHIDc3j3O5UFIj8Sh-_OpU9KvoyY_EeeHh5tnp8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RAoRBHIDc3j3O5UFIj8Sh-_OpU9KvoyY_EeeHh5tnp8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l6JLK3qbKJTD1YWEVZaSn8YE72yb70rZKiyFk_trJ8A/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l6JLK3qbKJTD1YWEVZaSn8YE72yb70rZKiyFk_trJ8A/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19_5wEpEdj8EZyK2jeHe4LXDXLpdTkbC74NqtNkyqmok/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19_5wEpEdj8EZyK2jeHe4LXDXLpdTkbC74NqtNkyqmok/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AI21fT3KG52SqjRoUBurqrb76_KYATOtQxbeWSgd8e4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AI21fT3KG52SqjRoUBurqrb76_KYATOtQxbeWSgd8e4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qWBST2_yabxsAJZ9cypkWQ78m3TNt31XPYGH0QCdxXI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qWBST2_yabxsAJZ9cypkWQ78m3TNt31XPYGH0QCdxXI/edit


 

5.4 Group Adoption of Policy and Directive Resolutions (10:10 am, 9 min) 

Motion:  To adopt all of the policy and directive resolutions which received 60% or 
more in the online vote except G16P010. (13 of 18 resolutions.) 

G16D001 Allow Voting by Remote Ballot in Rural Ridings for Candidate Nomination 
and Other Procedures 

G16P013 Dental Health Care 

G16P001 Sunny Ways: Building Solar Infrastructure 

G16P008 Develop a National Urban Park Strategy 

G16P009 Lead a New Coordinated Initiative to Manage Urban Waterways 

G16P012 Highspeed Passenger Rail Service 

G16D005 Clear and Consistent use of the terms "Motion" and "Resolution" 

G16P003 TugBarge Petroleum Tankers 

G16D004 On Recording Council Motions/Resolutions 

G16P011 Advancing the Equality of LGBTQ+ Canadians 

G16D002 Improve the Welcoming and Membership Renewal Process for GPC 

Donors and Members 

G16P007  Use and Protect Community Television to Support Local Political 

Communications 

G16P002 Sugarsweetened Beverage Tax 

5.5 Refer Remaining Resolutions to Workshop (10:19 am, 2 min) 

Motion: To refer all remaining resolutions to workshop (15 out of 38 resolutions). 

G16C011 Clarify the process for Implementation of Directive resolutions 
G16C004 Require a byelection for Council Vacancies 
G16C010 Clarify the use of the Policy Governance Model by Council 
G16P010 Revoking the Charitable Status of the Jewish National Fund Canada (JNF) 
G16C009 On Calling a Leadership Race (Bylaw 2.1.7.2) 
G16P006 Palestinian SelfDetermination and the Movement for Boycott, Divestment 

and Sanctions 
G16C016 Increase General Meeting Quorum to 100 
G16D003 Federal Council Member Reimbursement 
G16P004 The Green Marshall Plan  Bank of Canada's Green Money Supply 
G16C007 Separating Political Leadership and Governance Leadership 
G16C013 Replacing the word “Principles” with “Values” in the Constitution 
G16P005 Limits of Funding for "Alternative Therapies" 
G16C002 On Limit to Councillor Tenure (Bylaw 2.1.4) 
G16C017 Removal of Leader after two terms or less than 75% support 
G16C018 Randomly assigning members' voting rights to one Convention workshop 

only 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Vw8cVNrRkGuGVOmWiXA9shDSDJy-o_6lMK86Ad1gkY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Vw8cVNrRkGuGVOmWiXA9shDSDJy-o_6lMK86Ad1gkY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Vw8cVNrRkGuGVOmWiXA9shDSDJy-o_6lMK86Ad1gkY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m5gmwO7yMWA2MFqs21A_KHTPgdC-EVNUA9UBAqtPHt0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m5gmwO7yMWA2MFqs21A_KHTPgdC-EVNUA9UBAqtPHt0/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/greenparty.ca/document/d/1xawF2Ki801WlR76jEGUlbHMCUBBM8cEFzKzs0qHIBHw/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/a/greenparty.ca/document/d/1xawF2Ki801WlR76jEGUlbHMCUBBM8cEFzKzs0qHIBHw/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Y2eB2WhpuhjvZxwx11aDWzcLM0Dg9iwPDg_4pb488I/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Y2eB2WhpuhjvZxwx11aDWzcLM0Dg9iwPDg_4pb488I/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D-xMvPP89U5s56Ax0eBHKMgyh-ySVWEbewBkRSEuBcg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D-xMvPP89U5s56Ax0eBHKMgyh-ySVWEbewBkRSEuBcg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kg3m6yJuI-_2wJN2ZUejhfx8bVzWCMS5IwuKBquKPa4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kg3m6yJuI-_2wJN2ZUejhfx8bVzWCMS5IwuKBquKPa4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CihYCKeAvRNiyCHvDVNzsrq6dLf461_0Ox8Z7jx02zI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CihYCKeAvRNiyCHvDVNzsrq6dLf461_0Ox8Z7jx02zI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Uk2reCa3QVvUukeMxJg3e76EJlF8tyDjJmi_N2QfCnk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Uk2reCa3QVvUukeMxJg3e76EJlF8tyDjJmi_N2QfCnk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Rl623fd6d7DlvcsWfRtd_oPqs5wO55TowhTTpRSFd0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Rl623fd6d7DlvcsWfRtd_oPqs5wO55TowhTTpRSFd0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EhyFP82zKek9EMg0hhhKle5VW3e1D5hgqcCJE9i24P4/edit#heading=h.jkpzr12mmrno
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EhyFP82zKek9EMg0hhhKle5VW3e1D5hgqcCJE9i24P4/edit#heading=h.jkpzr12mmrno
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpQ5Q-sB-oD-J3ep8xC2xOGiAsBtfMlXNgZYZ0UKDlM/edit#heading=h.4j1stkqn6a3h
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpQ5Q-sB-oD-J3ep8xC2xOGiAsBtfMlXNgZYZ0UKDlM/edit#heading=h.4j1stkqn6a3h
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpQ5Q-sB-oD-J3ep8xC2xOGiAsBtfMlXNgZYZ0UKDlM/edit#heading=h.4j1stkqn6a3h
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ga_pCpVa3rUnvtEZYRkimnYglhDx7TfWpnOhkKnai7Q/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ga_pCpVa3rUnvtEZYRkimnYglhDx7TfWpnOhkKnai7Q/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ga_pCpVa3rUnvtEZYRkimnYglhDx7TfWpnOhkKnai7Q/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SUBtpmPt9zWjJjLOqvt43sMPeRiU63Gbc_wmszbpF0w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SUBtpmPt9zWjJjLOqvt43sMPeRiU63Gbc_wmszbpF0w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L3KPaxzbx-4MQxKB4g8mr6VGUhQAQwVQ-sSRB00dtBM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L3KPaxzbx-4MQxKB4g8mr6VGUhQAQwVQ-sSRB00dtBM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tPAKe162MgkOOj4W3chQRRDxmweWT7JwD4R_5bhxKjc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tPAKe162MgkOOj4W3chQRRDxmweWT7JwD4R_5bhxKjc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PiZv4fMW-ytuhq-7tllSovswLC9pYhAPGLXryGd9BnU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PiZv4fMW-ytuhq-7tllSovswLC9pYhAPGLXryGd9BnU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J3zpiY46YsZuP70izEfCdMiiom-SsRMSI1p-IolwrBA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J3zpiY46YsZuP70izEfCdMiiom-SsRMSI1p-IolwrBA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1blK2H5EfpYU1RV2pEsl2VYJRGJXE_FBrU8bJFQvCtyw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1blK2H5EfpYU1RV2pEsl2VYJRGJXE_FBrU8bJFQvCtyw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6-r3W-kRIPi2duVh0dKp_tLFBgod9POOPevOOZgdyA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6-r3W-kRIPi2duVh0dKp_tLFBgod9POOPevOOZgdyA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6-r3W-kRIPi2duVh0dKp_tLFBgod9POOPevOOZgdyA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zJ7sONbbRK8qBLjXD2hwh-XRRLr2CZauvJP6aKFotko/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zJ7sONbbRK8qBLjXD2hwh-XRRLr2CZauvJP6aKFotko/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1esxwxZKYQqNFp6aZ12CDHphv_CrA0-Efa99Y25VV0sA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1esxwxZKYQqNFp6aZ12CDHphv_CrA0-Efa99Y25VV0sA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16L3Wb5ESpEQlMRUTKjD8dDm64o0Hbk5UisLFoYg_5So/edit#heading=h.vum6y58a64i1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16L3Wb5ESpEQlMRUTKjD8dDm64o0Hbk5UisLFoYg_5So/edit#heading=h.vum6y58a64i1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ohp37Y2FnJcq0SPR8lQ6UnyiiFJCVc53z7yjBOOovqo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ohp37Y2FnJcq0SPR8lQ6UnyiiFJCVc53z7yjBOOovqo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KANijjJENDmZeBp_3OatWughiC-6iC9eELpeUWP_1b4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KANijjJENDmZeBp_3OatWughiC-6iC9eELpeUWP_1b4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xTA7wSm0pPGEPVjVMLHFJRMUpojUEIHpZnHVNfcY8J8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xTA7wSm0pPGEPVjVMLHFJRMUpojUEIHpZnHVNfcY8J8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tDNY5vveu1k3AP62vFHJ-o1LMvWSecAGXE4veleyFLw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tDNY5vveu1k3AP62vFHJ-o1LMvWSecAGXE4veleyFLw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1drQF9vpT8SjCPioz82TErYD51PGRagBbdW8JtZ1jOyo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1drQF9vpT8SjCPioz82TErYD51PGRagBbdW8JtZ1jOyo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zcs-To4T7av_NZ5lsTyvgfKLZ9OsN8gAjvlTGXO45Ps/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zcs-To4T7av_NZ5lsTyvgfKLZ9OsN8gAjvlTGXO45Ps/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zcs-To4T7av_NZ5lsTyvgfKLZ9OsN8gAjvlTGXO45Ps/edit


 

5.6 Refer Tabled 2014 Resolutions to Workshop (10:21 am, 2 min) 

Motion: To refer G14P05 and G14P46 to workshop once all 2016 resolutions have 
been debated. 

G14P05 Using Canada's Armed Forces to Address NonMilitary Security Threats 
G14P46 Divestment from Fossil Fuels 

5.7 Authority of Workshops (10:23 am, 2 min) 

Motion: To direct workshops to recommend either passing, amending, or rejecting 
motions, all of which will be considered by the plenary. 

   

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_GnvxsJkiTTHsF4QzUq6nUBT-DVfdQac119KpLZOFs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_GnvxsJkiTTHsF4QzUq6nUBT-DVfdQac119KpLZOFs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ywIIdE9BgervB8eKPblbtcginVqFO_FA_pm5M5s-hL0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ywIIdE9BgervB8eKPblbtcginVqFO_FA_pm5M5s-hL0/edit


 

Saturday, August 6, 2016 (3:00 pm  4:00 pm) 

6. Resolutions (3:00 pm, 1 hour) 

G16C011  Clarify the process for Implementation of Directive resolutions (3:00, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C011  Clarify the process for Implementation of Directive 

resolutions 

G16C004  Require a byelection for Council Vacancies (3:06, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C004  Require a byelection for Council Vacancies 

G16C010  Clarify the use of the Policy Governance Model by Council (3:12, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C010  Clarify the use of the Policy Governance Model by 

Council 

G16P010  Revoking the Charitable Status of the Jewish National Fund Canada (JNF) 
(3:18, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16P010  Revoking the Charitable Status of the Jewish National 

Fund Canada (JNF) 

G16C009  On Calling a Leadership Race (Bylaw 2.1.7.2) (3:24, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C009  On Calling a Leadership Race (Bylaw 2.1.7.2) 

G16P006  Palestinian SelfDetermination and the Movement for Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (3:30, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16P006  Palestinian SelfDetermination and the Movement for 

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 

G16C016  Increase General Meeting Quorum to 100 (3:36, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C016  Increase General Meeting Quorum to 100 

G16D003  Federal Council Member Reimbursement (3:42, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16D003  Federal Council Member Reimbursement 

 

   

 



 

G16P004  The Green Marshall Plan  Bank of Canada's Green Money Supply (3:48, 6 
min) 

Motion: Adopt G16P004  The Green Marshall Plan  Bank of Canada's Green 

Money Supply 

G16C007  Separating Political Leadership and Governance Leadership (3:54, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C007  Separating Political Leadership and Governance 

Leadership 

 

   

 



 

Sunday, August 7, 2016 (10:15 am  11:45 am) 

6. Resolutions (10:15 am, 42 min) 

G16C013  Replacing the word “Principles” with “Values” in the Constitution (10:15, 6 
min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C013  Replacing the word “Principles” with “Values” in the 

Constitution 

G16P005  Limits of Funding for "Alternative Therapies" (10:21, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16P005  Limits of Funding for "Alternative Therapies" 

G16C002  On Limit to Councillor Tenure (Bylaw 2.1.4) (10:27, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C002  On Limit to Councillor Tenure (Bylaw 2.1.4) 

G16C017  Removal of Leader after two terms or less than 75% support (10:33, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C017  Removal of Leader after two terms or less than 75% 

support 

G16C018  Randomly assigning members' voting rights to one Convention workshop 
only (10:39, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G16C018  Randomly assigning members' voting rights to one 

Convention workshop only 

G14P05  Using Canada's Armed Forces to Address NonMilitary Security Threats 
(11:45, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G14P05  Using Canada's Armed Forces to Address NonMilitary 

Security Threats 

G14P46  Divestment from Fossil Fuels (10:51, 6 min) 

Motion: Adopt G14P46  Divestment from Fossil Fuels 

7. Elections (10:57 am, 7 min) 

7.1 Ombuds and Appeals Committee 

Motion: That [names TBD] be formally appointed to the Ombuds and Appeals 
Committee. 

 



 

8. Emergency Resolutions (11:06 am, 39 min) 

9. Adjournment (11:45 am)   

Motion: That the 2016 GPC Biennial General Meeting be adjourned. 

 


